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Design No. 1— A 




THIS booklet contains six ex- 
terior variations each of two 
low-cost designs — a five-room, 
two-story house and a four- 
room, one-story house. 

The house illustrated above is the 
basic plan developed for the five- 
room, two-story house and is desig- 
nated as Design 1-A. Preliminary 
bids and price investigations have 
indicated that the house is within 
its cost specifications. 

The technical key to lowest-cost 
homes is the production of a rec- 
tangular form which permits a given 
amount of material to enclose a 
maximum cubage with the least 
possible number of man-hours of 
labor .... and the use of equip- 
ment consistent in cost with the 
size and structure of the house. 
This house follows this formula. 

The floor plan at the right is the 
lowest-cost basic edition of Design 
No. 1 . . . . other exteriors and 
variations in floor arrangement in- 
volving basement less features, porch 
and utility room additions, garage, 
and extra storage space may be 
added to this fundamental plan 
. • . . many of them are illustrated 
on the following pages. 
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SECOND FLOOR. PLAN 



BASIC Design No. 1 is so 
arranged that either the 
long or the short dimension 
of the main house may be 
turned to the street. Three 
exteriors are illustrated for 
each arrangement. 

The variation above employs a 
slightly altered front door detail, 
wood shingles instead of wood 
siding for the side walls and in- 
cludes a side porch. Interior 
room arrangement is identical 
with the original base. 

The base exterior dimensions 
of Design No. 1 are 17' x 25', 
making possible the use of the 
minimum front lot now being 
permitted in most subdivisions. 

The floor plan is simple and 
direct with a minimum of parti- 
tions, which is one of the factors 

contributing to its low cost. The house has direct entry into the living 
room and an open stair to the second floor. While the dining quarters 
are sufficiently separated from the main living room to give the im- 
pression of a separate area, the absence of a partition between the two 
contributes to the open aspect of the entire first floor and makes the 
living quarters seem larger. 

The second floor contains four closets for two bedrooms and a 
standard-sized bath. Each bedroom will accommodate a double bed 
and other usual furniture. Each bedroom has plenty of light and 
cross ventilation. 
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•FIR5T FLOOR, PLAN 



THERE are many posi- 
tions in which a garage 
for this house may be lo- 
cated. Probably the most 
pleasing from an exterior 
standpoint is that illustrated 
above, which adds greatly to 
the apparent length of the 
house and does much to in- 
crease mass and lower gen- 
eral lines. 

Since the house is 25' long and 
the garage should be no less 
than 18', it will be necessary to 
have a lot in excess of the stand- 
ard 50' width to accommodate 
this house. At least 25' should 
be allowed for making the turn 
from the drive into the end of 

the garage. This variation should not be used on a lot less than 70' 
in width. 

This house-garage combination has many advantages over the con- 
struction of a separate garage in the rear yard. First, of course, is the 
saving in not having to build that portion of the end wall which is a 
part of the house. The extension of the garage roof provides an in- 
expensive means of shelter over the front door, and less driveway 
construction is needed. 

An interesting further possibility which would give still greater 
length to the front of the house would be the building of a porch on 
the left end to balance the garage. Access is gained by converting the 
window in the end of the dining room into a door. If screened, such 
a porch serves well as a summer dining area (in which case it should 
be extended far enough to the rear to include the kitchen door). If 
the garage is built long enough, an extra coat closet may be obtained 
in the living room. 



BY TURNING the narrower dimension of 
basic Design No. 1 to the street, the 
main portion of the house occupies 
only 17 ft. of the lot's frontage. This per- 
mits the inclusion of a side garage and 
permits the whole to be built easily on a lot 
no greater than 40 ft. wide. 

The roof ridge has in this case been made 
parallel with the short dimension of the 
house, so that in effect the house has been 
deepened. 

One of the most important attributes of 
this house is the extra storage space which 
has been gained by carrying a high-pitched 
roof on the garage in such a position that it 
may be reached from the head of the stairs 
on the second floor. This allows a large 
lighted area for storage purposes, or possibly 
for the construction of a small, extra, child's 
room. 

Of course it is possible to erect a high- 
roof garage on several of the other exterior 
versions of Design No. 1, thus securing the 
advantages of extra space. 

Note the fact that the flat extension of the 
garage roof makes a protective covering for 
the front door, which is now on the side of 
the house rather than on the front. The 
break in the pattern of the siding material 
just under the front window on the second 
floor helps lower the general aspect of the 
house. Beveled siding is used below this line 
and flush boarding above. The angle-pat- 
tern garage door is inexpensively constructed 
by the application of boards over a low-cost 
stock door. 
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MAINTAINING a roof ridge parallel with 
the longer dimension of the house, 
as in the first three versions of Design No. 
1, by turning the shorter dimension to the 
street, produces the Colonial type illustrated 
above, which has all the advantages of 
adaptation to a small plot, retains the side 
garage and provides the increasingly popu- 
lar sun deck accessible from the second 
floor. 

The sun deck has been secured at the 
sacrifice of the over-t he-gar age storage area 
in Design 1-D. The front door is still on 
the side, with a covering over this entry. 
The change in the position of the roof 
gable will have no effect on the cost of the 
house, and is offered only as a means of 
varying the exterior appearance to suit 
individual taste. 

This version of Design No. 1 has been 
arranged to be built without basement, the 
heater for the house being located in the 
area formerly occupied by the coat closet 
on the first floor and the coat closet having 
been transferred to the small unused area 
under the steps, formerly allotted to cellar 
steps. Provision has been made for fuel 
to be stored at the rear of the garage, and 
the small alcove formed at the left of the 
fuel tank or bin is of ideal size in which 
to store garden implements out of the path 
of the car. 
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Design No. 1-F 




IF YOU are attracted to the modern 
types of architecture and if you 
particularly favor large porch areas, 
this 1-F version will appeal to you. 

The area formerly allotted to a ga- 
rage has been devoted to an open porch 
10' x 25', which certainly compares 
most favorably in size with those found 
on $10,000 houses. The open deck 
above, communicating with the up- 
stairs through a door leading from the 
hall at the top of the second floor 
steps, is of the same dimensions as the 
open porch below, and the guard rail 
around this deck coincides with the 
horizontal siding members which band 
the house between the two sets of 
windows. 

The flat wall surfaces of the house 
above and below this horizontal band 
may be made either of tight-fitting 
flush boards or exterior plywood. It 
is probable that the most distinguish- 
ing feature of this exterior is the 
corner windows, which have the ad- 
vantage of admitting a large quantity 
of light while preserving intact interior 
wall areas which, on the more conven- 
tional houses, are frequently divided 
by windows. 

The roof of Design 1-F is of the hip 
type — the only instance in which this 
roof shape has been applied to the 
fundamentally low-cost floor plan. 



r 



BED m 

11-5*11-4" 



DATHL 




DECK 



BED R.M 

13'- 6" * IO-3* 



1± 



SECOND FLOOR. PLAN 




FIRST FLOOR PLAN 



Design No. 2-A 




HPHE white clapboard house 
with a brown or green roof 
and green slat shutters has 
been the most popular exterior 
style of architecture in Amer- 
ica for nearly 200 years. This 
color combination was origi- 
nated in the early New England 
days and nine out of ten Amer- 
icans still favor Colonial treat- 
ment and Colonial decoration. 

It is natural and fitting that this 
low-cost minimum home should be 
so treated, and when properly situ- 
ated upon an adequate lot, deco- 
rated with an inexpensive fence or two, and equipped with shrubbery, 
this home, although small, maintains the dignity and good taste of more 
costly structures. 

In floor plan this low-cost home is the essence of convenience, as all 
rooms rotate around a small central hall, all rooms have cross ventilation, 
and all rooms have adequate furniture space. There are two large 
closets— one for each bedroom — and a small linen closet, which may be 
opened from either the small bedroom or the hall. In addition there is 
an extra, full-size closet opening from the back hall over the stairway 
to the basement. This closet is lost in the event that a stairway is built 
to the second floor, but the extra space gained there will more than com- 
pensate for it. The bath room is full size and conveniently arranged, 
with a small closet area in one corner which may be used for medical 
supplies or linens. The kitchen is as large as that found in many $6,000 
homes, contains a door which communicates directly with the exterior, 
and is conveniently located with reference to the cellar-way. The kitchen 
has been made large enough to permit a dining table in one corner. 
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rjpHERE are literally hundreds 
of exterior patterns and de- 
tails which can be arranged to 
completely change the exterior 
appearance of basic Design No. 2. 
While retaining traditional siding 
and traditional roof slope, a re- 
strained modern atmosphere has 
been imparted in variation 2-B, 
illustrated above, through the 
non-Colonial treatment of the 
front door and the corner win- 
dows, which are illustrated with- 
out vertical muntins. 



w{ The corner windows have been 

applied only on the front corners 
of the house, remaining the same 
as house 2-A on the rear. This 
type of treatment permits larger 

^ expanses of unbroken wall area 

in the living room and makes pos- 
sible a greater concentration of 
light on the dining table in the 
kitchen. 
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MANY designers of small houses 
make a deliberate attempt 
to reach back toward the more 
rustic type of architecture which 
has produced so many quaint ef- 
fects. 

One of the frontier methods of 
siding houses was the use of ver- 
tical shakes, and the same type 
of vertical accentuation has been 
retained by the use of alternating 
boards in design 2-C. 

This pattern lends itself ad- 
mirably to stain, as well as paint, 
and the same feeling can be em- 
phasized by the use of log cabin 
siding in place of the boards. If 
this design were used as a week- 
end cottage* or a summer home, 
one of these effects is probably 
most appropriate. 

The internal plan of the house 
has not been altered and it will 
be found that 2-C is in approxi- 
mately the same price class as 2- A. 
Note that board and batten shut- 
ters have been substituted for the 
slat shutters of 2-A. 
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J^OR the young couple which 
feels that traditional Colonial 
exteriors are a little too conser- 
vative for 1939, National Small 
Homes Demonstration architects 
have evolved the novel modern 
"overcoat" for basic Design No. 
2, illustrated above. 

The pyramid roof, the group- 
ing of the front windows and the 
use of vertical board siding has 
completely transformed the ap- 
pearance of the original Colonial 
cottage without important altera- 
tion on the interior. 

This design may logically be 
finished with a natural effect or 
one of the lighter paint tones. A 
modern and interesting sugges- 
tion for this house is the use of 
aluminum paint for the side walls, 
with jet black window muntins 
-and a deep blue front door. 



BED CM | iV^ 

BATH / / 

nOKf ' 




LIVING RM 



FLOOR. PLAN 



Design No. 2-E 




7 



BED CM. , 



5ATH / 



| KITCHER 



LIVING RM 
n'-G'xir-o" 



FLOOR PLAN 



QHINGLES are often associated 
with cozy cottages, and this 
house lends itself well to the Cape 
Cod type of treatment illustrated 
above. 

Windows on the front of the 
house placed at one side of the 
door, and porch roof in the same 
plane with the roof of the house, 
helps the illusion of greater 
length. 

Of course any exterior wood 
pattern illustrated in connection 
with basic Design No. 2 is inter- 
changeable with any of the ex- 
terior shapes illustrated. The 
Cape Cod version of the house 
above would be equally appro- 
priate in either wide or narrow 
Colonial type wood siding, and 
the porch may be attached to any 
of the other exterior editions with 
proper roof alteration. 
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j^JANY appendages may be 
added to basic Design No. 2, 
which originally included neither 
porch nor garage. One of the 
most simple means of securing 
both a covered porch area and a 
garage, so assembled as to add 
materially to the mass of the 
house, is the design illustrated 
above. 

The floor plan of the interior 
is exactly the same, but that side 
of the house which is facing the 
street in previous exterior draw- 
ings has been turned toward the 
garage, and entry to the living 
room is now from the side under- 
neath the covered way, which also 
provides a weather-protected pas- 
^ sage from the garage. 

The terrace may be of any suit- 
able material or may be left in 
grass. 

A site of at least 75 feet front- 
age is desirable for Design 2-F. 
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if« $1.00 PER SET 

FULL working drawings of any of the Demonstration Houses 
illustrated in this booklet and of the New York World's Fair 
House on the front cover, from which any competent carpenter 
or carpenter-contractor can estimate the cost of the building or 
erect the house, are available for the nominal sum of $1,00 for 
the first set of prints and 75^ for each additional set of prints of 
the same house. 

One of the quickest and best means to discover what advan- 
tages may be gained by your family through the use of one of 
these low-cost designs, is to secure a set of plans, take it to your 
building material dealer and ask for a cost estimate. 

May we suggest that in following this procedure you permit 
your material dealer or contractor to price the house as contained 
in the plans, and then to this base add such extra features as may 
be required by your family. Only by basing your estimate on 
the minimum house at first will you be able to ascertain the extra 
sums you are adding through alteration and additional features. 
Beware of the "extras." They always cost proportionately more. 

* * 

WOULD you like to know how any family 
can build and own a home of its own 
choosing without increasing cost beyond 
the monthly rent now paid? 

Get this new booklet specifically prepared 
to help you lower the cost of your new home. 
It contains many illustrations of low cost homes 
built to meet a price, and explains fully mod- 
ern systems of financing which make possible 
down payments of no more than 10 per cent on 
houses costing under $6,000. 

You will enjoy this booklet and you will find 
it full of practical information for the family 
which wants to make its housing dollar do 
more work. 

Use the order blank on the back of this sheet 
to not only secure plans for the 12 Demon- 
stration Houses illustrated in this booklet, but 
also to secure your copy of "The Best Way to 
Achieve Low Cost Housing," which contains an 
additional eight low cost houses. 

USE ORDER BLANK ON 
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